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1t happens at a middle school sleepover,

The Backstreet
Boys are the best!
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My friends make
+un of me for liking
classical music.

I show them Vanessa-Mae's
aloum to try to convince
them it isn't boring.
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My friends aren't
impressed,

Vanessa-Mae has an electric
violin and wears knee high Doc
Martens while performinag,

She's the 6?‘\"hg.--,:E-q.m.q.u.s-;,ap:g ian
person 1 know of, and 1
want to be as cool as her.



A friend interrupts the music chat
to show us paint shop pro and 4
geocities on her family's computer,

|

She shows us how
to make text:

She shows us websites:

with sparkly backgrounds,
with dress up dolls.
that are boyband tributes.



And that's when it (No, not my period.
happens: That started last year.)
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It's the start of
my obsession with
websites, coding,
& web design.
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I desperately want

to make a website, but

we have no internet at So, every weekend atter

home. that, I would go to my dad's
offtice to use the internet,.
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<Firlez My First
webosite
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SV ] 2 \‘ Once I'm home, I code up
, \ &1 a website, I type it up
My very first L 0 2 +rom scratch in Notepad,
weekend, I print CAY) 1 trol
out an html tutorial, 50 - man controtevery

detail,



By the next weekend, I'm

uploading my First website Even though I had been so eager to
at my dad's office via a make a websn‘ce 1 had no idea what to
tloppy disk. make it about, except about mysel+.

(O course, I leave of¥f into like mg name, that I'm 11
years old, live in Mississippi, & am Indonesian American.)
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But I'm boring, so @Cr)ye)w,:
I'm worried my
website is boring. ‘
Hil Tm ladgluggicl, Welcome 4o my
i‘ V;q“.t ,:“‘4 w,:'.bSHe wepsite, e played violtn for @ years and
a:d 35‘24_??;“':9 my absalute +avoite music S +he Bagh
how? ' vnacompanied Parktas, Vanessa-Mae \§
my NC T J an ﬁ-

(website will scroll)



I turn 12, and a I raise it and got a Shortly atter, it be-

friend gives me a weird masked character, comes an alien.
tamagotchias a I realize I forgot to
present! discipline it.

My mom only lets me Maybe that's why it My friend says I
bring it to school turned out so weird? unlocked a secret
when I show her I character!

can pause it during
class,



and

Fter some , :
experimenting

ypothesizing...

I figure ou
characters otchi.




I tinally have an idea for a website that can be
T decide to make usetul to other people!

my website a guide

about how to get

each type of tama- @6—-) g lttp [/ wwWw, geodﬁ-\es;:;om/sﬂ m

gotchi character,

I don't want to

steal copyrighted
images, so 1 draw
my own graphics.

[EEHE
©

Hi & uelcome 4o tre Tamnagotdni
nursery | Here youhl €ind detailed

quides for how 1o raie. eadn
characrer,
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7 Lt feels magical to code a website us ng
Jjust Notepad, and watch it become
.some.’chmg you can see visually

It also feels magical to put it online’
where e.vergone. can see
where in the world










Wanting more human

I'm sad I won't bumP connection, I install a

I eagerly await comments

into my crush in the counter and guestbook from other tamagotchi
hallway anymore, on my website. fans..,
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_ |G|'ues+lo ook

ek out My
\I‘S‘\'{'Of‘ elosi+et spam sit

Hey Poay
How are you? My

+ Clte!
Si n -Hne eat Si+e. T
but getting emails from QUE.S* boo&

him is another reason to
look forward to my
weekend internet time,
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but all I get is spam.




Middle school is over, o

and it's time.for high e
school now.
g ™. The friend who intro=
% duced me to websites:
.. switched schools and
i 7 we lost touch.

_People get up when I si:
. down at the table for -
. lunch so I eat quickiy
i -and spend the rest.o
“ lunch at the library.

Dnea e e 4 -

Everyone is;so
fashionable while
I'm wearing
thrifted clothes.

I feel so oxjt»o‘-?-"?
place. . o




what is sailer moon ? C‘%

One bright 5po’c in M\1 lite Qk‘,d: (\)

is a package from r
tives in Indonesia. It in~
cludes a Sailor Moon hair

clip because mg cousing
—like the show.

I have no idea what fj
Sailor Moon is, but |
that's easily fixable on

an internet weekend,

As soon as I read about
Sailor Moon, 1 become O
obsessed too and start

drawing anime taces
everywhere,




There's a character I draw the most:
Sailor Mercury, one ot Sailor Moon's
friends & teammates.
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Name: Amy Name: Ami
(I was Ami
before I moved
to the US and my
parents Anagli-
cized my name)

Loves' Computers

6 \J} \A loner at school

Loves: Computers

/

Gets made fun.of

at school
i \ 3 Star sign' Virgo
e | I've *elt like a monster ever since my class '
Star sign' Virgo - voted me class cutest as a joke,
: L ; ' Height: 5'2°
But an anime character exactly like me makes e
Height: 5'2° \ me teel less alone, \ \

The internet helped me find mgsel-?."‘ifiterqllg.
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I have so many inter-
ests that sometimes 1
Teel scattered,

Fueled by my new
interests, I plan a
complete redesign ot
my website,

But, I can have a
website for each in-

It's a virtual cate, a

space I wish existed SFGr £roNX ieresthqn‘c: put links
i i 0O ea site in m
in real lite, Cate cq-Fe': m;nu.l y

TGMQQO"'CM; Tce Cfeam. (8 5$‘k
The Scogp an digital pets

bsite will " A CUP o'c ShOM‘O*. e (9\ Zk *Shou jo = Japanese
(website will scroll) MC haﬁe»S* NG abou+ JQ;IO/' Mam comics for girls




(years ahead of trends with my 3D modeled Sailor Moon latte art)

The new website is also a

Irtp Y/ wiw, geochies) [ (9] [ chance to explore new

artistic styles.

1 learn 3D to make my
website look different
from others 1've seen.

The new website is a chance to
learn some more advanced
HTML, like ¢tframe) to make a
navigation side bar,
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But in the meantime, working on my
website combines my love for words,
art, and technology, and it's a form o

ke

Sallor Moon &

Computers are |logical an
.code is logical-but-you
can use them to express
_your emotions, make art,
c.om-m-utnic.qte. to




Sophomore year, we
update our computer AMY ARE YOU ON THE

and tinally get internet INTERNET AGAIN? :
at home! . PLEASE GET OFF SO
-

CONCAN MAKE A CALL
| 23 l Bx

' R
EEEE l"‘g"é
EEEE SINGHON.

I'm excited to be able
to spend all of my time
woriing on my website,
but it doesn't turn out
like I hoped..




I try to make the rest of high school pass by as fast as possible, It's a blur
ot..

El:.gmgrwifh my little practicing the violin

was that a rat that
just ran

across 43
the

i1l

heartbreak standardized tests updating my website




Senior year, I'm applying I"\\lg1 new crush questions I'm hurt, but he's most
to colleges, including what i'm doing, likely right.

my dream school,

- } I'm just a girl from a J

/ small school in a small

a town in Mississippi

( (which by the way is at
the time ranked 50th in
education.)

But I apply anyway.



My crush asks me to prom,
kind o,

o E donh Wik

o anyone will
I'd go with ask me to
_you!

I go dress shopping.

I never thought 1'd go to prom
but I guess it won't hurt to
celebrate that high school is over
and that I actually survived it,
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7 Sorry, Ican't g0
e With you after all..,

\

A few weeks later, I
get a letter of
acceptance from my
dream school to study
Computer Science and
Electrical Engineering.

I cancel on my prom -
date because it {
overlaps with the ‘

I can't believe it! i
ofFicial campus
visitation weekend J ¢
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I'm excited for_all
the new people
meet,
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L

+or getting to live in
a new place and see
more of the world,

and all the new things
I'll learn about com™
puters,



And so will my website.

rz__ - g @‘Wehmﬁn:EM lé‘g]\grsmj.

I'm going to have a new home
soon,

Starfent
cate




I'm not sure what the future will bring, but right now it
teels like a blank html file! full of possibility.



